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For more information, please contact:

Paul Wagman at 314-982-1726 or Paul.Wagman@fleishman.com
Citygarden./The Audio Tour

When visitors to Citygarden dial their mobile phones to learn about its museum-quality sculptures, they may be surprised to hear the voices of a Hall of Fame baseball player, the star of a hit TV show, and a Grammy award-winning recording artist. 
But Ozzie Smith, the baseball great; Jenna Fischer, star of "The Office;" and Jean Carnahan, the former Senator, are among numerous notable St. Louisans bringing added fun and flair to the new downtown oasis, which some are calling the most significant civic project in St. Louis since the Gateway Arch.

Citygarden is a gift to the City of St. Louis from the Gateway Foundation, the non-profit organization whose mission is to enrich life and culture in the city through outdoor art and urban design.

Featuring 24 pieces of sculpture by internationally regarded artists, the garden blends art, nature, architecture and design in a manner that is invigorating, engaging, and fresh. So when the Foundation considered the question of how to educate and inform visitors about the sculpture, it asked St. Louis storytelling studio act3 for a solution that would match that spirit. 
“Most audio tours are conducted in an artspeak that doesn’t engage the viewer, or worse, makes the art seem inaccessible,” said act3 principal Ben Kaplan. “We wanted to connect people to the art.”

Working with independent art and education consultant Kathryn Adamchick, act3 researched the artists and their work. In addition, Adamchick and act3 interviewed sculptors Donald Baechler, Laura Ford, Tom Otterness, Mimmo Paladino, Bernar Venet, and Jack Youngerman.   

act3 then crafted entertaining and often surprising narratives about the sculptures and the artists who created them. 
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“The combination of creative storytelling and the great voices of these 
St. Louis narrators in the audio tours will make the Citygarden experience even more memorable and fun,” Kaplan said. “There’s nothing like this out there.”

The complete list of narrators follows:

· John Ashcroft, former U.S. Attorney General

· Erin Bode, jazz vocalist

· Christine Brewer, opera singer

· Joe Buck, sportscaster

· Jean Carnahan, former U.S. Senator

· Maxine Clark, founder, chair and CEO of Build-A-Bear Workshop

· Carmon Colangelo, Dean of the Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts at Washington University

· Jeremy Davenport, jazz trumpeter and singer 

· Gerald Early, Director of the Center for Humanities at Washington University

· Michael Eastman, photographer

· Joe Edwards, civic leader and owner of Blueberry Hill, the landmark restaurant and music club

· Jenna Fischer, TV actress

· William Gass, novelist and critic

· George Hickenlooper, filmmaker

· Ron Himes, founder and producing director of the St. Louis Black Rep

· Jackie-Joyner Kersee, Olympic Gold Medal winner

· Nancy Kranzberg, arts patron and radio host

· Murphy Lee, rapper

· Kim Massie, blues diva

· Lance Robertson, better known as DJ Lance Rock, star of children’s TV show “Yo Gabba Gabba” 

· David Robertson, Music Director of the Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra

—more—

Citygarden/The Audio Tour
Page three
· Rocio Romero, architectural designer

· Randy and Jason Sklar, comedians

· Francis Slay, Mayor of St. Louis

· Ozzie Smith, Hall of Fame baseball player

· Mary Sprague, artist

· Susan Talve, rabbi of Central Reform Temple

· Sally Van Doren, award-winning poet

· Kurt Warner, former St. Louis Rams quarterback and NFL MVP 

Mike Schrand, whose voice is well-known to listeners of radio station KWMU, serves as the prompter through the tour. The audio tours will be available via mobile phone by calling 314-802-9571. They also may be downloaded from Citygarden’s website, www.citygardenstl.org. 
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