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For more information, please contact:

Paul Wagman at 314-982-1726 or Paul.Wagman@fleishman.com
Citygarden/The Design
Set in the center of downtown St. Louis and framed by office towers, Citygarden has been designed to create a vibrant, joyous and serene urban oasis in the heart of one of America’s great and historic cities. 

This oasis reflects the natural and cultural histories of the St. Louis region. And although Citygarden features 24 works of sculpture by internationally renowned artists, it is more than a sculpture garden. It is, rather, a breathtaking civic space of multi-dimensional appeal — marrying delights of art and nature, stone and water, architecture and design. 
Citygarden is on the Gateway Mall, a largely uninterrupted stretch of city-owned green space, bordered by office and government buildings, that extends west from the grounds of the iconic Gateway Arch and the Mississippi River. The garden’s location on city-owned land has been central to its conception. Citygarden is designed to appeal to people of all ages and backgrounds. No walls or fences surround it; there is no admission fee; there are not even any “Do Not Touch” signs. This is a garden for everyone.

The St. Louis area’s chief natural feature — its great rivers — has served as the key inspiration for the landscape plan. The garden’s two square blocks, which were formerly a vacant, flat lawn, have been divided into three “precincts” or bands running east and west. The northern band, bordering Chestnut Street, represents the high ground near a river — the bluff. The middle band represents low ground — the floodplain. The southern band represents a cultivated river terrace. 

The northern tier, which, appropriately enough, contains the highest original elevation on the site, restructures this high ground into a series of urban terraces from the corner of Eighth and Chestnut Streets, where an elegant café has been erected. This series of outdoor spaces, or “rooms,” provides shaded platforms for sculptures, while also providing space for seating and dining overlooking the garden. 
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The planting design in this upland band is primarily urban in nature, with rows of shade trees and simple planes of groundcover set amid panels of granite pavers. Willow oaks, honey locust, and other trees, planted in ordered rows, create a fine-textured arboreal canopy. With granite flooring that extends from the terrace into the café, and large glass walls, the “Terrace View” cafe is a kind of garden pavilion, expanding the garden experience from the outdoor terrace to the indoors. 
The western block of the northern tier — the block between Ninth and 10th Streets — is distinguished by an amphitheater-like space filled with quarry-like limestone blocks, capped by a 10-foot long LED video wall. The northwest corner of the garden features the highest ground on the site, a 10-foot high mound with an enticing lawn that slopes down toward the “floodplain” and invites children to climb to its zenith — where the sculpture called “Zenit” has been sited — and roll down. 

Defining the border between the upland band and the low grassy “floodplain” is a 550-foot long “arc wall.” Made of Missouri limestone, this sand-colored wall, evoking the bluffs of the nearby rivers, traces a dramatic but graceful curve across both of Citygarden’s two blocks. Gaps allow for pedestrian and vehicular access as well as uninterrupted sight lines. A portion in the western section serves as the frame for the video wall. In the eastern section, the arc wall bends through a long, split water basin, in which an elevation change at the midpoint creates a six-foot waterfall. Muffling the nearby street noise, the splash helps to create a tranquil and intimate space. At the base of the waterfall, limestone boulders seemingly “eroded” from the arc wall “bluff” provide stepping stones across the basin. 
The middle portion of the garden — the “floodplain” — is punctuated by large native shade and specimen trees. This low-level band, which offers an equal balance of sun and shade, serves as the site for some of the garden’s largest sculptures. Circulation is marked by two primary paths: a black granite walk that parallels the base of the arc wall, and a centered bluestone one that traces the alleyways that once serviced this site.
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The southern tier of the garden is framed by the “floodplain” on the north and Market Street on the south. This zone features an allee, or walkway, of paired male Ginkgo trees with striated bands of flower gardens arrayed perpendicularly across them. These sun gardens along Market Street are defined by pathways and low evergreen hedges that trace the property lines and foundations that lie beneath the site, as documented by a 1916 map. Many of these gardens are raised, creating not only more fertile and productive plant beds, but spaces for seating. Bordering the northern edge of these gardens is a spectacular 1,100 foot long “meander” wall, 16 to 24 inches tall, topped by polished green granite. The meander wall’s riverine, serpentine shape creates myriad small-scale spaces for sculpture and conversation.

Water, stone, and sculpture constitute, in a sense, the foundation of the garden. The plants provide the connective tissue between them, and gently animate each season, creating new sights and perspectives to refresh our appreciation and enjoyment of Citygarden. 
The plant palette, chosen collectively by the designers and the Foundation, with the counsel of horticulturists at the Missouri Botanical Garden, will provide pleasure through all four seasons. The palette emphasizes Missouri native trees, shrubs, grasses, groundcovers, and wildflowers, especially those with a tolerance for urban and drought conditions.  
Working as a unit, all these trees and plants, all this stone and water, all this sculpture, sun and shade, have transformed two once vacant blocks into a magical space — a completely open, year-round, downtown oasis, celebrating the intersection of nature, art, and civic life. 
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