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For more information, please contact:

Paul Wagman at 314-982-1726 or Paul.Wagman@fleishman.com
Citygarden./The Fountains

The sine qua non of any oasis is water. Citygarden, an urban oasis designed to offer a multitude of pleasures, features three very different kinds of fountains offering very distinct kinds of experiences. 

At the garden’s southeast corner, one of its main entry points, the massive Eros Bendato sculpture rests atop a tilted granite disk. Sheeting across a portion of that disk, a scrim of water helps soften the entry experience and create a welcoming atmosphere. 

At the border between the central band of the garden and its northern band is a split-level basin, 180 feet long, 20 feet wide, and 16 inches deep. The upper basin provides a calm, reflective pool near the café and upper terrace, and encircles Aristide Maillol’s renowned “La Riviere.” The lower basin stretches along the foot of the long limestone wall that arcs across the length of the garden on an east- west axis. Between them is a 40-foot wide break in the wall where the water from the upper basin cascades in a dramatic six-foot waterfall, evoking the seepage and plunge of water from the limestone outcrops along the area’s great rivers. The waterfall not only offers visual excitement, but heightens the sense of refuge by muffling the sounds of the nearby city streets. 

The third fountain is, in a sense, 102 fountains. The garden’s western block features one of the largest “play fountains” in the United States — a plaza, 120 feet long by 36 feet wide, where 102 nozzles arranged in a grid shoot water as high as six feet.  Controlled by an on-site computer, the nozzles can spray in ever-changing patterns — and, each evening, in all the colors of the rainbow. The bluestone surface of the plaza is slip-resistant. Not only will children want to play there; on hot summer days adults may be tempted to find respite too. 

A calm foil to the pulsing jets of water is provided by a still, 16 inch- deep pool of water cut out of the spray plaza in a partial circle. The still pool holds the small, contemplative sculpture “Voyage,“ by Jean-Michel Folon.

As with the rest of Citygarden, the fountains have been designed (by Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects and Hydro Dramatics of St. Louis) and built (by B. E. Scaife Plumbing Co. and Franklin Mechanical Inc. of St. Louis) with a high degree of environmental consciousness. The spray plaza is especially notable in this regard. The lighting is provided by energy-efficient LED technology. The water from the spray plaza flows into an underground reservoir where it is filtered and cleaned with computer-controlled equipment that minimizes the use of chlorine and other chemicals — and then re-circulated.
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