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For more information, please contact:

Paul Wagman at 314-982-1726 or Paul.Wagman@fleishman.com
Citygarden./The Landscape Architecture

The landscape architecture of Citygarden is inspired by the overarching concept of an urban oasis in a region whose chief natural feature is its great rivers. The landscape architecture evokes the garden’s riverine landscape and at the same time shapes it.  And although it complements Citygarden’s sculpture and plantings, the architecture also offers a drama and beauty of its own.  

The garden’s primary structures are the limestone arc wall, which traces a long, gentle curve in an east-west direction across the length of its northern tier; a “meander wall” that snakes in a similar orientation along the southern tier; various pathways and plazas; and a simple, modernist café.  Each of these features has been thoughtfully designed – by Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects in the case of the walls, pathways, terraces and plazas, by Studio Durham Architects in the case of the café – to enrich the overall garden experience.    

With no designated points of entry or egress and a multitude of pathways within its bounds, the garden is designed to offer both larger and smaller spaces and to encourage a sense of spontaneity.  But there are two long, prominent lines that tie the two blocks together – the limestone arc wall and the meander wall. 

The arc wall has a concrete interior to which large limestone blocks have been bolted.  These limestone blocks were quarried just an hour downriver from St. Louis; as much as possible the garden’s architects have sourced their materials locally or from the area drained by the region’s great rivers, which have helped inspired the garden’s design. These blocks are not mere veneer; they have extraordinary mass – a foot or more of thickness, generally, on the south-facing wall and several inches on the north.  The capstones and end pieces, moreover, are solid, three foot thick limestone. The massive nature of these blocks, coupled with the variety of their natural faces, helps create a sense of authenticity; yet the manner in which the blocks are stacked, as well as the saw blade patterns visible on their north side, betrays evidence of the quarrying process. The seeming contradiction is in fact no contradiction at all:  The wall is meant to evoke, but not simulate, a real river bluff.   It is an abstraction, a work of art in itself. 


In its western section, the limestone wall also frames a state-of-the-art LED video wall that will be used for video art and movies. At this point, the arc wall is deliberately set back to create an outcrop – a stepped composition of limestone blocks that serves as the foreground to the video wall while also evoking the stone’s quarry origin. In its eastern stretches, the wall bends through a long, split water basin, in which an elevation change at the midpoint creates a six-foot waterfall. Here the wall is made from limestone that has been exposed to the weather, providing an appropriately eroded appearance shared by the boulders lying at the waterfall’s base, and serving as stepping stones across the basin.

Like the arc wall, the meander wall in the garden’s southern tier is a work of art in itself.  Its exquisite serpentine shape, a testament to the precision of computer-controlled stonecutting, suggests the winding path of an ancient river.  Its surface – a polished, reflecting Lake Superior granite with multi-layered shades of dark blue-green – suggests a river’s watery depths. Seen from above, the meander wall’s path through the rectangular flower beds in the garden’s southern tier evokes the path of a river through Midwestern farmland.  But the 1,100 foot long meander wall is not merely an abstraction – it is a useful abstraction.  Only one to three feet high, it is a bench, for viewing the art and plantings framed by its curves, for enjoying a picnic, for contemplation.  The meander wall thus shapes the garden’s space and provides a means for experiencing it.

Alongside the meander wall runs a pathway of light blue-green gravel, complementing the color of the wall itself and evoking a river’s timeworn traces. The chat has also been chosen for its associations with gardens; Citygarden is not a sculpture garden, per se, but an urban oasis with sculpture.  For the same reason, the main east-west pathway through the garden, as well as several north-south pathways, is made of bluestone, which has rich garden connotations.  Bluestone also offers considerable color variation, lending greater interest, especially where the pathway spreads out into the wide spray plaza in the garden’s southwestern section.

In contrast, granite is more appropriately used for the garden’s more urban sections – the sidewalk along Market Street and the more heavily paved northern tier along Chestnut, which features stairs, terraces, and the café.  For safety reasons, the stairs are a lighter, Georgian gray shade, in contrast to the Mesabi black granite employed in both the terrace and the floor of the café.  The repetition of the Mesabi black – in an identical paving pattern – helps integrate those two spaces.  In pleasant weather, the use of a huge sliding door will literally make the two spaces one, overlooking the waterfall and the entire garden. 

The café is designed to complement the overall design of Citygarden without dominating it. A green roof of sedum, easily visible from the office towers that frame the garden, not only saves energy but also turns the building itself into a kind of garden.  A Miesian glass box, the café affords views of the entire garden. Seating approximately 60 within the café, with another 60 seats available outdoors during good weather, the 3,000 square-foot structure also features a bar area with both a sit-down bar facing north and a leaning stand-up bar facing south, toward Aristide Maillol’s La Riviere.  The tall glass walls of the café building are protected from excess solar gain by an overhanging steel trellis structure, and a solar coating. 

An attached smaller box to the east of the dining area structure contains the support spaces for the cafe.  Like a small maintenance building on the west block, it is clad in dressed limestone panels.  The repetition of the limestone theme in both structures helps expand the arc wall and blend both structures into the garden’s overall design.  Many observers will not even notice the 500-square foot maintenance building with its small, adjacent maintenance yard. Like the café, the roof of the maintenance building will be covered in sedum a green roof system.
Like rivers meeting, many of the architectural elements of the garden flow together at one of the garden’s most conspicuous points of entry, the southeast entry plaza where Eros Bendeto is sited. Featured in that area are the Mesabi black granite of the northern tier, the bluestone of the spray plaza and various pathways, the Mountain green granite used in the Market Street sidewalk, the jet mist granite that forms a pathway at the base of the limestone arc wall, and the easternmost ends of both the arc and meander walls.  Citygarden offers large and intimate spaces and a multitude of surprises, but it is also one unified oasis.  
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